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Module 3: Imagining and Implementing Structural Interventions 
to Advance Health Equity in the Kidney Community 

How can kidney 
professionals 
increase their 
structural 
competency?1,2 

Knowledge 
Build vocabulary for dialogue and awareness. 

Attitudes 
Combat implicit biases and engage in critical self-examination. 

Skills 
Lead difficult conversations and maintain mutual trust, 
respect, and a shared vision. 

 

Examples of becoming more structurally competent are using person-first language, 
creating alliances between kidney professionals who serve the same vulnerable patients, 
and addressing clinical structural problems by investigating the details when patient-
provider conflict occurs.3,4 

Levels of Proficiency in Structural Competency include…1,5 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Ability to connect  
health problems to  
social risk domains 

Knowledge of resources that 
can help address patients’ 
health-related social needs 

Ability to address 
unconscious biases 
within ourselves 

Ability to become 
thought leaders and 
actively contribute 
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