Transplant 101

Types of Kidney Donors
A kidney donor can be a non-living donor or a living donor. The donor and the donor’s kidney must meet
certain standards to be used in a transplant. The kidney must also be a match for blood and tissue type.

Non-Living Donor

A non-living donor is someone who has died.
He or she agreed to donate his or her healthy
organs before death. In some cases, the family
of the donor agrees to donate the healthy
organs of the family member.
More people need kidney transplants than
there are donated kidneys. Anyone who
chooses transplant from a non-living (cadaver)
kidney donor has to be put on a waiting list.
Time on the waiting list can depend on many
factors, including:
• The recipient’s blood type.
• The recipient’s age.

Living Donor

A living donor is anyone who is a match to
the recipient and wants to donate.
Living donors are tested to make sure that
it is safe for them to donate a kidney. They
are also tested to see if they are a good
match to the recipient.
The waiting time can be shorter than the
waiting time for a transplant from a nonliving donor.
A person wanting a kidney transplant can
learn about programs for living kidney
donation from the healthcare team.

• The recipient’s health history.
• The recipient’s support system.
• How long the person has been on dialysis.

The Transplant Waiting List

If you need a non-living donor kidney, you will be placed on a waiting list until a kidney is available. When a
donor organ becomes available, the person who is the best match will receive the transplant. A member of the
transplant staff usually calls the person who needs a kidney. The transplant must take place very soon after the
kidney becomes available. The recipient must go immediately to the hospital transplant center.

To learn more about your kidney donor options, talk to your transplant coordinator.
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